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Born and raised in Hawassa town, Kidist Tadesse, 26, is a graduate from Hawassa Poly Technic College in water 
treatment. She also completed her level III training in water treatment. Kidist started working at Awada Boricha 
water supply project as water quality expert right after her graduation. Being the only water quality expert in 
the project, Kidist regularly treats the spring water from the Awada spring which serves 5 adjacent Woredas in 
Sidama zone (Dale, Loke Abaya, Derara, Yirba Boricha, Balala), with an estimated population of 632,000.  

 

 

 

Ato Dafursa Mune, the college dean, confidently speaks that 
graduates are competent in the job market since they learn 
the basic skills in a very well equipped workshops and skills 
laboratories by skilled instructors. He added, “thanks to 
growth through nutrition (GTN) project, our water 
technology skills lab is equipped with essential lab materials 
and our instructors technical, pedagogic and skills teaching 
competencies have improved a lot. Currently, water 
technology is a department in which every student wants to 
join for its highly trained and qualified staff and improved 
teaching learning facilities.” 

 

 

Regardless of the limited facilities in the woreda to test water quality, Kidist is traveling long distances everyday 
to serve her community with provision of safe water. If the woreda fulfills the necessary equipment, she will 
apply much of her skills to ensure the water is safe at different points. She also said, “I would also be happy if I 
get the opportunity to continue my education in water supply and sanitation to contribute more.”  
 

 

 

Feed the Future Ethiopia’s, Growth through Nutrition activity is a USAID’s flagship multi-sector nutrition and WASH project focusing on first 

1000 days to improve nutritional status of women and children. The project has been supporting the college in strengthening its curriculum 

for key water, sanitation and hygiene competencies, building the capacity of teachers through technical and pedagogical skills trainings and 

strengthening skills laboratories to enhance quality of education.  
 

Kidist recalls her decision “I was always thinking to join a 
profession which can save people’s life, such as nursing or 
medicine; but later changed my mind to become a water 
treatment expert knowing its equivalent contribution to save 
life through provision of clean water to the needy. Since I have 
learned both theoretically and practically, it was easy for me to 
disinfect the spring water which flows through the water supply 
system to service reservoirs and end users based on WHO and 
Ethiopian water treatment standards”. 


