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Small Research Grant Program Guidelines  
 
1. Overview 

 
As part of the overall learning agenda strategy, with a view toward building capacity and 
supporting local researchers, a small research grant program will be developed and 
managed by Tufts. This program will help in providing support to local researchers 
conducting research that aligns with the research goals and interests of Growth through 
Nutrition in improving programming and policy around Nutrition, Agriculture and WASH. 
This will provide the double benefit of helping to facilitate an increase in the amount and 
quality of operational research.  

 
The program will provide up to three awards at approximately $7,000 USD per award 
through a competitive application process. These awards are not designed in theory to be 
large enough to cover the cost of a large full-size research study, but rather to be used to 
supplement other funds or provide support to researchers’ time for small scale research, 
dissertation work, etc.  

 
Through an advertised application process, a research proposal and detailed budget will be 
required to be eligible for consideration. Proposals will be evaluated against the quality and 
rigor of the research and the contribution to the body of literature around crucial topics in 
the fields of Nutrition, Agriculture and WASH. Priority will be given to proposals that deal 
with questions relevant to the Growth through Nutrition Intermediate Results and the 
Learning Agenda priority topics, and which duration is approximately 1 year or less.  

 
Researchers selected for the award will be expected to share a report or manuscript of their 
findings and participate in dissemination activities to share the results of their findings at 
project research and learning events. Benefits may also include technical support and 
guidance, feedback on analysis and interpretation, and promotion of research on project 
websites and events.  

 
2. Thematic Areas 

 
In addition to the project intermediate results, the research topics that will be given priority 
fall in the following thematic areas:  

 
1. What challenges does the private sector face in WASH product and agricultural input 

supply chains and what are possible solutions to these challenges? 
2. Testing effectiveness of post-harvest technology, i.e. Cold Chamber at Farmer Training 

Centers for different crops. Identify reasons for variation of PHH technology effectiveness 
for different crops. 

3. Assessment of pedagogic skills for instructors at higher public institutions and barriers to 
applying the proper skills for teaching and maximizing student learning. 



4. Assess perception of rural HHs towards local complementary food production and sale in 
rural communities. 

5. Knowledge and practice of recommended nutrition behaviors among adolescents in 
project-supported and non-supported schools. 

 
3. Submission Process  

 
The application deadline and process will be widely publicized through the project websites, 
university and other partners. Completed applications will be due in late-November. 
Applications that do not meet the full requirements of the application guidelines will not be 
accepted, so applicants are encouraged to apply early. A research protocol outlining the 
research question, objectives, study design, methods, analysis plan and privacy/ethics 
considerations will be required along with a detailed budget outlining the proposed use for 
the grant funds. Applications will be reviewed in November and researchers selected for the 
award will be notified by early or mid-December.  

 
4. Screening Process 

 
Applications will first be screened by one to two Tufts project staff members to ensure that 
all required components of the application are included and that the applications meet all 
the advertised requirements including budget. They will also be evaluated based on the 
relevance of the topic to the advertisement, and whether or not their research methods are 
technically sound.  A shortlist will be created of all applications that pass the screening and 
will be sent on to the review committee for further review.  

 
Eligibility: All research proposals should be led by an experienced researcher with a relevant 
academic background in leading research.  Junior researchers and students may apply with 
a collaborating advisor or senior research advisors listed on the study team who will be 
responsible for ensuring research quality.  Female researchers encouraged to apply.  Staff 
members on Growth through Nutrition project are not eligible due to conflict of interest.  

 
5. Selection Process 

 
Applicant proposals will be evaluated based on the quality of research and applicability to 
the priority theme. Selection will be done by a committee made up of three Tufts 
researchers and project staff which will be formed each year. The committee will review 
and rate submissions. Questions or modifications may be requested of the applicant. 
Shortlisted proposals will be scored and ranked according to the following procedure:  

 
Scoring 
Proposals will be scored across four categories with values from 1-10 (low to high). The 
categories are: 

1. Importance/relevance to program goals  
2. Contribution to building body of evidence around nutrition, wash, and agriculture in 

Ethiopia 



3. Technical strength of research question and design  
4. Level of need  
5. Study duration 

 
Each member of the selection committee will score each proposal across each category and 
sum the total. The totals will be then added together for an overall score. The top  three 
highest scoring proposals will be selected for an award. Final selections will be notified via 
email. Researchers with proposals that were shortlisted but not selected will be invited to 
resubmit for a future round of awards. The review, scoring and selection process is outlined 
in Figure 1, below.  

 
 

Figure 1: Application Review Workflow 
 

 
6. Award Process 

 
Once candidates have been notified of the award, they will work with the Program 
Operations Manager to handle the details of contract and payment. A detailed timeline of 
payment and deliverables will be approved and included in the contract. Failure to abide by 
the terms of the contract may result in termination of the contract and non-payment.  

 
7. Ethical Considerations 

 



All research teams will be responsible for acquiring ethical review and approval of their 
research proposal from the relevant institutional review board (IRB), and for adhering to all 
ethical procedures and guidelines.  Research found to violate ethical protocol will be 
considered in breach of contract and may be subject to returning research funds.  

 
8. Completion  

 
A detailed schedule of deliverables will be decided on and included in the contract. In most 
cases, the main deliverable will be a research manuscript submitted to an academic, 
peer-review journal. The Contract will be considered complete when all obligations on both 
sides have been completed.  

 
9. Authorship, Plagiarism and Intellectual Property 

 
All research output must be the author’s original work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated and 
will be grounds for contract termination. Manuscripts and other materials will be run 
through Turn it in plagiarism checker to confirm original work.  

 
Authorship should be guided by the journal guidelines and on authorship agreements 
determined at the contractual stage. Researchers should use the Growth through Nutrition 
Authorship Guidelines as reference.  

 
All publications must contain the following disclaimer: This manuscript was made possible 
through support provided by Feed the Future, the U.S. Government’s Global Hunger and 
Food Security Initiative, through the U.S. Agency for International Development, under the 
terms of agreement No. AID-663-A-11-00017. The opinions expressed herein are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 

 
Intellectual property rights shall adhere to the agreement under Feed the Future Ethiopia 
Growth through Nutrition Activity.  


