
 

 

 

Household Utilization and Management of Water Schemes:  
Lessons from Growth through Nutrition   

 
Date: Wednesday April 21, 2021 (4:00 – 5:30pm) EAT 

Registration is required for this event 
 

Lack of access to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) can affect health and nutritional status through 
diarrheal diseases, intestinal parasite infections and environmental enteropathy. WASH may also impact 
nutritional status indirectly by necessitating walking long distances in search of water and sanitation 
facilities and diverting a mother’s time away from childcare. Growth through Nutrition works with the 
government of Ethiopia to increase water access by developing and/or rehabilitating water points in 
over 30 project woredas and stimulating the private sector to increase the supply of quality, affordable 
WASH products and services. To date, the project has constructed or rehabilitated well over 147 water 
supply schemes. For the water schemes to address the need for safe water supply and thus play a 
positive role in the goal to reduce malnutrition in the targeted community, they must be functional and 
utilized by the target population. Tufts University, a partner in the Growth through Nutrition Activity has 
conducted operational research to assess the functionality, utilization and related determinants of the 
water supply schemes constructed/rehabilitated by the project.  

In this webinar, an overview of the relationship between WASH and nutrition will be presented along 
with key lessons learned and recommendations for WASH programming based on recent findings and 
current best practices. As an example of specific WASH programming, the findings and lessons learned 
from the research on Growth through Nutrition water supply schemes will also be presented and 
explored.  

Speakers:  

Dr. Abdulhalik Workicho, Program Manager, Growth through Nutrition Activity, Friedman School of 

Nutrition Science and Policy, Tufts University 

Jason Lopez, Sr. Specialist in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), Save the Children  

Moderator: Dr. Eileen Kennedy, Principal Investigator, Growth through Nutrition Activity, Friedman 

School of Nutrition Science and Policy, Tufts University 

Register Here 

 

Please contact jennifer.stickland@tufts.edu for any questions. 

For more information about Growth through Nutrition Activity, please visit https://gtn-learning.org 

 

https://tufts.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fQXQrvtAQMONab3lYvdKxQ
https://tufts.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fQXQrvtAQMONab3lYvdKxQ
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Speaker Bios 

 Abdulhalik Workicho, PhD 

Dr. Abdulhalik Workicho has a BSc degree in Public Health from Hawassa 

University, an MPH degree in Epidemiology from Jimma University, and a 

doctoral degree from Ghent University in Belgium. Dr. Abdulhalik was a 

faculty member at Jimma University for more than eight years, most 

recently as Assistant Professor of Epidemiology. He taught basic and 

advanced epidemiology and research methodology for graduate and 

undergraduate students. Currently, he serves as the Research Manager 

for the Growth through Nutrition project for Tufts University. He leads 

the design, implementation, and analysis of project research studies and 

authors study reports and manuscripts. He has published more than 25 

research articles in peer reviewed journals. 

 

Jason Lopez 

Jason Lopez works with Save the Children US as a Water, Sanitation, and 

Hygiene (WASH) Sr. Specialist and provides technical support to the 

Growth through Nutrition Activity. His main areas of work are WASH for 

Nutrition and WASH in Healthcare Facilities. Jason recently contributed to 

the development of USAID’s WASH and its Links to Nutrition technical 

brief through USAID’s Advancing Nutrition Activity and is currently 

providing support for multiple WASH in healthcare facilities (HCFs) 

projects in response to COVID-19.  
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